
What makes a hero? Are you a real hero?

Objectius 

1. Define ancient hero and modern-day hero. Express doubts about these definitions 
2. Explain the main features of mythic and modern-day heroes. Compare both kinds of heroes. 
3. Summarize and narrate stories 
4. Create a portfolio and an oral presentation 
5. Appreciate the importance of knowing the classical culture 
6. Appreciate the importance of enhancing our consciousness about the heroes in our time

Descripció de la proposta 

Have you ever heard anything about mythic heroes? What about our modern-day heroes? Do
you know someone who helps people and has made a huge contribution to the community?
This  project  will  provide  students  with  some  keys  to  understand  mythic  heroes  and  also
examples of modern-day heroes.

Aspectes didàctics i metodològics 

We recommend the teacher to present the topic to the students by using the following driving
question: What makes a hero?. From this starting point, a brief introduction will be provided for
students to obtain a general idea about the topic of the unit. 
Once the introduction has been provided, it will be time for students to reflect and to discuss
about modern-day heroes that they know.  Once “modern-day” heroes have been described and
defined, it will be time  to stress on aspects such as what makes a modern-day hero and what
made a mythic hero in the past. In order to help students to compare both types of heroes,
practical and visual examples of Greek mythology, as well as the main features and examples
of mythic heroes, will be presented by the teacher. For consolidation and revision, the teacher
will present the case of Perseus and the Gorgon. Such presentation will be a model for students
to prepare their presentations and portfolios.

Recursos emprats 
Articles, vídeos, web pages, etc. retrieved from:

Aquesta proposta s’acull a una llicència Creative Commons BY-NC-SA.
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/es/deed.ca

1 de 2

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/es/deed.ca


CNN modern-day heroes
http://edition.cnn.com/specials/cnn-heroes

Theoi Greek Mythology
http://www.theoi.com/

Wingedsandals
http://ww38.wingedsandals.com/

Continguts, competències i processos que es treballen de forma destacada 

The  ancient  Greek  mythology  (main  features;  gods  and  heroes),   the  most  famous  and
prominent  heroes  of  Greek  mythology  (Heracles,  Theseus,  Perseus,  Jason,  Bellerephon,
Orpheus and a name list of heroes of the Trojan War, like Achilles, Odysseus, Hector...) as well
as  the  mythic  creatures  (Pegasus,  Chimera,  Gorgon...)  and  brigands  (Procustes…)  will  be
learned. 
Students will also learn and reflect on modern-day heroes (main features; famous or unknown
people) and sayings in English, Spanish or Catalan that come from mythic heroes or creatures.
Students will have the chance to present their learnings in a portfolio and an oral presentation. 

Alumnat a qui s’adreça especialment 

This activity has been planned for students of 4th of ESO. However,  it  can be extended to
Batxillerat if necessary.

Documents adjunts

Retrieved from “Materials didàctics del professorat GEP 2 Anglès” 
http://odissea.xtec.cat/pluginfile.php/686554/mod_page/content/35/Antoni_Marsal_Finalproject_
task5_InstitutJaumeHuguet_TARR.pdf

Autoria

This element has been created by Antoni M. Marsal from INS Jaume Huguet as the final project
of the course GEP 2. 
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